Infroducing... the
UEC Puppet Pack!

Meet your new virtual best friends! The Puppet Pack is a crew of
creaturesthatis here to help you explore the outdoorsin creative ways
and teach you what they know about nature.

Each Puppet has special and unique interests, hobbies, and ideas for
fun activities. Check our Puppet Adventures section of our UEC In My
Backyard page for new posts from the Puppet Pack.

And, if you really want to join the fun, you could even create your own
puppet and become part of the Puppet Pack too.

Are you ready to meet your new favorite creatures? Let’s go!



Name: Boxer

Species: Box Turtle

Boxerisa Box Turtle who livesin Wisconsin, Boxeris a native speciesto North America.
He does especially wellin the habitat of North America because that is where Boxerisan
omnivore, and can find all his favorite foods. He likes to eat worms, snails, berries, mushrooms
and evenflowers!

Boxer really enjoys thinking outside of his box shell and exploringall the small things
that are at his eye level. Join Boxersometime and get close to the ground to see the world as a
Box Turtle seesit!

We asked Boxer, ‘What’s the coolest thing you’ve seen at the one of the Urban Ecology
Center branches?’ He gave us that award-winning Boxer smile, and he replied:

“I shell say | reallylike exploring the lagoon at Washington Park There is a lot of other turtles
there and sometimes|evenget to see the Young Scientist Club hikingaround exploringthere
too.”



Name: Bugsy

Species: Monarch Butterfly

Bugsy is a monarch butterfly! Bugsy enjoys flyinginthe prairie, the sunshine, and helping
flowers pollinate. Bugsyisa female monarch, and you can tell that because she doesn’t have
black dots on her back wings - as male monarchs do. She is here to teach you all she knows
about flowers, pollination and metamorphosis. Bugsy is so excited to meet all her new friends!

We asked Bugsy, ‘What’s the tastiest thing you’ve ever eaten?’ Her eyes lit up, and she said:

“I remember back when | was a caterpillar, | would just munch munch munch on milkweed
leavesall day. That’s how | got big enough to form my chrysalisand turn into a butterfly! Now
that I’'mall grown up, | drink nectar from flowers, but sometimes|miss the crisp taste of a
milkweedleaf...ah, the wonders of childhood.”



Name: Thizo

Species: Porcupine

Thizo is our friendly-neighborhood rodent scientist coming out from his chaparral lab to
explorethe world like he'sneverseenit before! As a North American porcupine, he is able to
see things clearly from the ground and up inthe trees. We’ll see what epictreks and treats
await this curious porcupine.

We asked Thizo, ‘What’s your favorite season?’ Thizo scrunched up his face in scientific
thought, and then a lightbulb appeared above his head, and he told us:

“Well, it’d have to be winter because of all that majesticsnow coveringthe trees. And | know
for a fact that it covers more than one branch. I've seenit at all the branches of all the trees in
the park! It would be hard to only cover one branch, no? | love the snow because it makes a
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good treat as a snowcone



Name: Oscar

Species: Great Horned Owl

Oscar the Owl is our nocturnal friend at the Urban Ecology Center! Do you know what
nocturnal means? He has cool adaptations like big, wide eyes that can see far to help him see
especially well inthe dark! This allows him to be able to catch preylike insectsand small
rodents.

We woke Oscar up in the middle of the day to ask, ‘What is the coolest thing you have seen at
one of our branches?’

“HOO HOO HOQO, | was surprised by the biodiversityinthe parks, especially because we are in a
city!  was worried | wouldn’tfind any food but alas, | found so much to eat here!”



Presentando... al

equipo de
Marionetas del UEC!

iConoce a tus nuevos mejores amigos virtuales! El equipo de
Marionetas esta compuesto por criaturas que estan aqui para ayudarte
a explorarelaire libre de una manera creativa y ensefiarte lo que saben
sobre la naturaleza. Cada marioneta tiene su propia personalidad, con
intereses y pasatiempos unicos con muchas actividades divertidas.

Revisa nuestra seccion de Puppet Adventures en nuestra pagina web de
UEC In My Backyard para mas detalles. Y, si realmente quieres unirte a
la diversidn, incluso puedes crear tu propia marioneta yformar parte
de nuestro equipo de marionetas.

éEstas listo/a para conocer a tus nuevas criaturas favoritas? jVamos!



Nombre: Boxer

Especie: Tortuga de Caja

Boxer es una tortuga que vive en Wisconsiny es nativa a Norte América. Como Boxeres
omnivoro, los habitats de Norte America tienes sus comidas favoritas. jLe gusta comer gusanos,
caracoles, bayas, champifionese inclusoflores!

Boxer realmente disfrutaexplorartodas las pequefias cosas que estan al nivel de sus ojos.
iUnete a Boxer en alglin momentoy acércate al suelo para ver el mundo como lo ve una
Tortuga de Caja!

Le preguntamos a Boxer: '¢Qué es lo mejor que has visto en el Urban Ecology Center?’ El nos
dio una gran sonrisa y respondio:

“Puedo decirque me gusta mucho explorarlalaguna en Washington Park porque hay muchas

otras tortugas alliy, a veces, incluso puedover el Club de Jovenes Cientificos caminandoy
explorando allitambién.”



Nombre: Bugsy

Especies: Mariposa Monarca

Bugsy es una mariposa monarca! Bugsy disfruta volar por la pradera, el soly ayudandar a
polinizarflores. Bugsy es una mariposa monarca hembra, y puedes saberlo porque no tiene
puntos negros en sus alas traseras, como los machos. Ella esta aqui para ensefiarte todo lo que
sabe sobre lasflores, la polinizaciony la metamorfosis. jBugsy esta muy emocionada por
conocerte!

Le preguntamos a Bugsy, '¢Qué es lo mas rico que has comido?’ Sus ojos se iluminaron, y ella
dijo:

"Recuerdo que cuando era una oruga, simplemente masticaba y masticaba hojas de
algodoncillotodo el dia. jAsi escomo llegué a ser lo suficientemente grande para cristalizarme

y convertirme en una mariposa! Ahora que he crecido, bebo néctar de las flores, pero a veces
extrafio el sabor crujiente de una hoja de algodoncillo...ah, las maravillas de la infancia.”



Nombre: Thizo

Especies: Puercoespin

iEste es nuestro cientifico roedor que sale de su laboratorio chaparral para explorarel
mundo como nunca lo ha visto antes! Como puercoespin norteamericano, es capaz de ver las
cosas claramente desde el sueloy enlos arboles. Veremos qué caminatas y golosinasesperan a
este puercoespin curioso.

Le preguntamos a Thizo, 'é¢Cudl es tu temporada favorita?’ Thizo arrugé su rostro como un
cientifico,y luego un foco aparecio sobre su cabeza, y nos dijo:

"Bueno, tendria que ser elinvierno porque la nieve cubre todos los arboles. Y sé con certeza
gue cubre mds de una rama. iLo hevisto entodas las ramas de todos los arboles en el parque!
Seria dificil cubrir solouna rama, éno? jMe encanta la nieve porque hace un buen regalocomo
una cono de nieve!”



Nombre: Oscar

Especie: Gran Buho Cornudo

Oscar el Buho es nuestro amigo nocturno en el Urban Ecology Center éSabes lo que significa
nocturno? jTiene adaptaciones geniales como ojos grandes y abiertos que puedenver lejos
para ayudarlo a ver especialmente bienenlaoscuridad! Esto le permite poder atrapar su presa
como insectosy roedores pequefios.

Despertamos a Oscar a medio dia para preguntar, ‘¢Qué es lo mas divertido que has visto en
nuestros Centros?’

"IHOO HOO HOO, me sorprendid la biodiversidad en los parques, especialmente porque
estamos en una ciudad! Me preocupaba no encontrar ningln alimento, perojay, encontré
mucho para comer aqui!”



